NOVEMBER AND WINTER CARE

This will be the last monthly/seasonal care until next year.

No repotting until late winter/early spring unless in an emergency, but only in the same size or larger pot using fresh soil.             Absolutely no root pruning!                                                                        However, winter is a good time to collect specimens in the wild. 

This is the time plants start storing nutrients for winter. We want to start slowing down the growth of our bonsai so that they are prepared for winter. The only “fertilizing” you will be doing this month (and also a couple times during the winter) will be ¼ strength or “very light” on tropicals and semi-tropicals. We are not trying to promote growth, just to keep up the nutrients. 

Now to “winterizing” your bonsai…  We’re fortunate to be blessed with relatively mild winters with most of our cold snaps lasting hours or a couple of days at best.   Our hardier specimens such as conifers, deciduous and others similar will benefit from the cold but be sure to keep the pots from freezing – usually placing them on the ground is enough.  The tropicals and semi-tropicals won’t tolerate being too cold so fully protect them when the temperatures are going below the 40-45° range.  (Does indoor bonsai ring a bell?).  Now is a good time to start getting those areas ready that you’ll use for when the bonsai need to come in – clear the area around your sunny windows or rearrange the garage to take advantage of the light.  Perhaps even put up frame work to drape with plastic or sheets, creating a greenhouse type area to shelter the trees.
Watch the soils every day so they do not dry out.  With the cooler winter weather you probably won’t have to water as often but remember those dry windy cold fronts can suck the moisture out of the soil very quickly.   Inspect your bonsai from top to bottom, also inspect the drain holes. Inspect for ANY and all insects and treat accordingly. I try to spray with insecticide and apply fungicide at least once every 4 weeks. If you discover an infestation, treat according to the label of the pesticide. Watch for Red spider mites. I’ve had good luck using Orthenex (this is the “best” it has a fungicide, insecticide and mite-icide combined) on spider mites and a wide array of insects. When treating, spray the leaves (top and bottom) and thoroughly drench the soil, making sure the solution drains out the drain holes.   
It’s a good idea to treat your trees for root/leaf fungus on a regular basis, monthly is usually sufficient. Treat with Maneb, Benomyl or other copper-based spray. If you were treating your trees for insects with Orthenex remember it has a fungicide in it. Spray the leaves and thoroughly drench the soil, making sure the solution drains out the drain holes.  Take caution when using “Neem oil” and “Kelthane” as these will de-foliate elm trees.
Check your training wires so they aren’t cutting into the branches. If they are cutting in, remove them.  If the branch did not hold, re-wire in a different locale, as not to put the wire in the same place. Use caution when wiring during the winter as the branches will be more rigid or brittle and can break very easily  
Submitted by David Whitaker. 

 Please note that the information is suggested safe guidelines for the Coastal Bend and South Texas area. [image: image1.png]



